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Picardy also which produced Calvin (born 1509), who, establishing
himself at Geneva, made that city the headquarters ot French Prot-
estantism, from wnenee he issued his orders to the Protestants in France
lib jutociatically as did the Pope from Rome to the Roman Catholics
6   Theie weie again and again attempts to seize the person of the
Kin?, and keep him a pnsonei, in order that the party which had
possession ot him might be able to use the weight ot his authonty
against their opponents, and show the throne as on their side
9. A diplomatic term for "mahce of the Guises."
10   Lettres de Catherine de JM edicts, edited by the Comte de la
Fcmere

11.   Perhaps one of the most amusing of these tales is that of the
pink candles, which en being lighted filled the room with poisonous
vapour, by which means, according to the story, Charles IX (having
on that night unexpectedly changed rooms with his brother Henry)
was poisoned in mistake for Henry, a story which not long ago
formed the subject of a play at a Continental theatre  Since Henry
was Catherine's favourite son, the story is all the moie piquant

12.   History of the Papacy, by Mandell Creighton

13.   As an example of the length to which that age could go in their
credulous lelief in the use of subtle poisons, we find even an historian
like Jovms attributing the death of Cardinal Bibbiena in 1520 to a
poison administered to him in new laid eggs, the hen having been
made to imbibe the poison

14.   Fresh stones of this kind are continually being invented, the
rare of custodians in charge of historical buildings throughout Europe
having long since discovered that such stones connected with the
buildings which they show to visitors have a distinct pecuniary value

15.   See also page 472, regarding Charles DCs window in the Louvre

16.   La Diplomatic Venitienne, by M. Armand Baschet

17.   Guerres de religion, by Michelet.

18.   Marie de Medicis and her Court, by Louis Battifol.

19.   Dames illustrees, by Brantome

20.   In narrating the history of this third period of Catherine's life
the authorities chiefly relied upon |iave been the reports of the Venetian
and other ambassadors, and Catherine's own letters (see pages 380 and
422). To quote them too  frequently would grievously encumber
the text for the general reader. References have therefore mainly been
confined to those required in denoting the source from which some
extract illustrating a point has been taken, or in quoting some state-
ment of a modern writer (such as Mists Sichel) which it was desired
to refute. Beyond the authorities mentioned in note 5 of chapter xix.
the chief authority toliowed has been The Cambridge Modern History,
which is itself based upon the results of all the most recent research,
and is in my opinion a much more reliable guide than, for instance,
Professor Marie]ol (in The Lam^se History of France), who with all
his leainmg is still in the thialdom of those contemporary French
writers who, as I have shown (pages 379, 458 and 463), are not to
be depended upon It is almost needless to say that the present book